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MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

It is hard to believe that it is June and another school year is coming to a close.  As I look back over the past year it is 

amazing to reflect on the many accomplishments and successes that have taken place at each level and in each area 

– including new programs such as elementary world language in grades 1 and 2; the rollout of 1:1 devices at the middle 

school; and the continued success of the Robotics team at the high school (winning first place in the state!). This end-of-

year newsletter highlights and celebrates these new initiatives, and also spotlights changes in curriculum and areas of 

focus that have commanded the efforts of so many of our teachers. 

Next year will bring a variety of new changes to South Windsor schools, including new principal leadership at both the 

middle and high school levels. At the elementary level, progress reports will report on trimester benchmarks, and the ele-

mentary world language program will expand to include grades 3 and 4.   

Without a doubt, the tremendous success and accomplishments of our students and programs are the result of the dedi-

cated, talented and passionate staff we have in district.  Walking through classrooms and the hallways in every school is 

a sure way to put things in perspective and highlight the reason we are all here – our students.  The work that you all do 

every day is valued and appreciated. Thank you all for your hard work and for making a difference – in your school, in 

your classrooms, in the lives of your students. 

Have a wonderful summer and I hope you all have time to relax and rejuvenate! And congratulations to our many      

retirees – we will miss you! 

Take care- 
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SCIENCE  Arnica Sullivan, Curriculum Specialist 

In January, all fifth grade students showcased and present-

ed their inventions in our district-wide Invention Convention 

held at Timothy Edwards Middle School. STEM teachers Amy 

Graney, Pam Brennan, Jennet DaSilva and Mary Clark facili-

tated the students’ work as they used the Engineering De-

sign Process to design and create inventions to solve a prob-

lem of their choosing. Thirty-six students were selected to par-

ticipate in the State Invention Convention held at the Univer-

sity of Connecticut the first week of May. Nine of those stu-

dents were awarded the Recognized Inventor award, and 

five students were selected to move on to the National In-

vention Convention competition held in Michigan at the end 

of May. 

As part of a joint project 

with United Technologies 

Research Center, fourth 

grade students worked 

with engineers to design 

and launch bottle rock-

ets. This culminating ac-

tivity is directly related to 

the study of potential and 

kinetic energy in STEM. 

The picture to the right  

shows rockets ready to 

launch! 

Pictured below, on May 15, Astronaut Daniel Burbank and 

Engineer Brian Gleason (both from Collins Aerospace) spoke 

to third grade students at Orchard Hill. Students listened to 

Mr. Burbank share his experiences aboard the International 

Space Station, and viewed a model of a space suit. 

Last month, the sixth grade 

Science classes went to the 

Connecticut Science Center 

to see the “Real Bodies” ex-

hibit. The students immersed 

themselves in the world of 

cells and organs to kick off 

the Human Body Unit and 

experience the extraordinary 

interactions between the 

systems of the body. In the 

photo to the left, three sixth 

graders discuss an exhibit. 

Students and teachers won 

high praise from the Science 

Center’s staff because of 

their engagement and fan-

tastic behavior. To finish out the year, science students will be 

focusing on learning how the body systems work together to 

make us the complex amazing humans we are. 

In April, 23 young women in eighth grade represented Timothy 

Edwards Middle School and participated in the Multiply Your 

Options Conference at UConn. This conference hosted ap-

proximately 240 eighth graders from across the state with the 

primary focus of exposing these young scientists to female role 

models in STEM careers. The event was hosted by UConn’s 

School of Engineering and provided hands-on workshops and 

problem-solving. Some of the activities were using simple ma-

terials to learn about Newton’s Law of Motion, using diapers to 

observe cross-linking of polymers, and building a cantilever 

beam out of common material to learn more about engineer-

ing. Students also learned about buoyancy, kinematics, and 

electricity by building a motor-propelled boat out of recycled 

materials. To mimic the processes that biomedical engineers 

use to build prosthetic devices, they built a robotic hand using 

common household materials. 

Students in Janet Belval’s Biology and Allied Health courses 

were exposed to an exciting opportunity through Jackson La-

boratories. They isolated DNA and identified the ACE gene for 

endurance and CYP gene for drug metabolism. Students were 

able to use lab equipment on loan from Jackson Lab for their 

DNA exploration. Mrs. Belval’s AP Biology class was eligible to 

enter the 2019 JAX DNA Day essay contest, sponsored by 

“Teaching the Genome Generation” and “The Jackson Labor-

atory.” South Windsor High School students were named first, 

second and third place winners. According to Jackson Labor-

atories, “these students each submitted an outstanding discus-

sion and defense of arguments for and against the release of 

a Huntington's Disease genetic diagnosis.” 
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It is exciting to share literacy highlights 

and celebrations from all of our schools 

as the 2018-2019 year winds to a close.  

Two of our South Windsor High School 

students were honored as being state 

finalists in Connecticut’s 26th annual 

Letters about Literature competition. 

The Neag School of Education, 

UConn’s Department of English, and 

the Connecticut Writing Project (CWP) 

organize and promote this nationwide 

contest sponsored by the Library of 

Congress for students in grades four  

through twelve. The celebratory event 

was held at the State Capitol where 

both Kha Dinhand and Angela Grazi-

ana were recognized  for their entries.  

South Windsor High School teacher Terri 

White submitted, and was awarded, a 

South Windsor Public Education Fund 

grant that will cover the cost of hosting 

an author visit at the high school this 

coming fall. Val Emmich authored Dear 

Evan Hansen in collaboration with play-

wright Steven Levenson, in addition to 

the play’s songwriting team, Benj Pasek 

and Justin Paul. The novel adaptation 

will be incorporated into the high 

school summer reading assignments.  

We are proud to share that the Timothy 

Edwards Middle School literary maga-

zine, Out of the Blue, was sent to the 

publisher on May 3rd.  We anticipate 

another beautiful issue that highlights 

the literary achievement and creativity 

of our community.  

This year the middle school English de-

partment has focused on incorporating 

technology in meaningful ways thanks 

to students receiving their Chrome-

books. Not only are students submitting 

essays through Google classroom, but 

classrooms are taking advantage of 

platforms that help strengthen commu-

nication of ideas in new ways.  This 

summer, middle school students are 

invited to read books highlighted as a 

Nutmeg Nominee on the intermediate 

or middle school list. The 2020 nomi-

nees  include titles such as Frostblood 

by Elly Blake and Illegal by Eoin Colfer. 

All elementary schools hosted a visiting 

author this spring. Renata Bowers is the 

author of the six picture books in the 

Frieda B. series. Rooted in imagination 

and purpose, Frieda B. inspires children 

to dream big and believe in the signifi-

cance of their one-of-a-kind stories, to 

value the stories of others, and to use 

what they’re good at and care about 

to make the world a better place. Re-

nata Bowers worked with students dur-

ing school day assemblies, and families 

during evening literacy events.  

Next year, elementary progress reports 

will be revamped to include reporting 

on trimester benchmarks. Grade level 

teams have worked incredibly hard to 

identify skills that support mastery of 

standards throughout the year. We are 

hopeful that this will continue to sup-

port our communication with families.  

Here are some suggested reads that 

can help keep our minds active as we 

head into the summer months:  

LITERACY Candice Irwin, Curriculum Specialist 

Professional Read Nonfiction Read Adult Fiction Read YA Read Family Read 

     

Fourth grade students at Pleasant Valley completed a bicycle program this spring which included bike safety featuring rules of the 

road and bike maintenance. This culminated with a group ride through the community. 

P.E. teachers at Timothy Edwards have worked diligently this year with sixth and eighth grade students regarding their performance 

on the Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment, which includes measuring muscular endurance, muscular strength, cardiovascular 

endurance, and flexibility.  

At the high school next year, ninth grade students will be required to take Health I as part of the new state requirement for gradua-

tion. Students will be allowed to take an elective health class for half credit in future years to satisfy the full one credit health require-

ment. All tenth grade students are required to take Physical Education I for half credit to work towards the state requirement and to 

meet the Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment requirement for tenth graders. Students can then select a P.E. elective in future 

years to complete the one credit requirement for P.E. 

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION Dave Sytulek, Director of Health, Physical Education & Athletics 

https://www.nutmegaward.org/middle-school-7-8
https://www.nutmegaward.org/middle-school-7-8


Page 4 

Spring is the season for competitions, and our Career & Technical Education students have been victorious! 

Our Bobcat Robotics Team 177 won the Connecticut State Championship at the 

Hartford State Armory on May 11th. Ranking second moving into the playoffs, the 

Bobcats sailed through quarter and semi-finals until they faced tight matches against 

formidable opponents. In the finals, after losing the first match by one point, they 

came back to win the second match by one point. The tie-breaker match was won 

with a remarkably fast habitat climb by this year’s drivers, Ethan Bushman and Ethan 

Cruz. This season, the team also competed at local and regional levels before travel-

ing to Detroit to participate in the annual World Championship in April. Congratula-

tions to the entire team, to their mentors, and to their coaches: Savva Savvides, Norm 

Smith and Sara Connolly.  

Technical Education teacher Jamie Lang recently took six students to a coding com-

petition at Quinnipiac University. Marlena Klein, Dan Savidge, Zachary Manfredi, 

Dhanush Kotumraju, Emma Sansom, and Lauren Cobb did an awesome job representing South Windsor High School’s computer 

science classes. They had lots of fun competing against other schools to solve coding challenges. 

Business students also competed at the state’s annual Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Spring Leadership Conference. 

Under the leadership of business teacher Lisa Barrett, Dhanush Kotumraju won first place in the Business Communications competi-

tion, which made him eligible to compete at Nationals this summer. Keshav Ramesh was elected FBLA Connecticut State Treasur-

er. 

Students in Keri Booth’s advanced baking class prepared and hosted a brunch for members of the South Windsor Human Services 

Advisory Council. The students prepared quiches, blueberry buckle, lemon coffee cake, cinnamon coffee cake, muffins, and or-

ange scones. Council member Daria Plummer commended the students: “Not only was everything inviting and well prepared, 

but well thought out, appealing, and delicious. Most importantly, however, was the poise displayed by the young people… A 

home run.” 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION Steven Albrecht, Curriculum Specialist 

The Art department has been busy on a 

number of fronts this year, from showcas-

ing student and teacher success, to en-

gaging in rich curriculum and profession-

al development opportunities.  

Our 41st annual K-12 student art show, 

annual high school senior juried art 

show, and annual South Windsor High 

School alumni art show, were all dis-

played at the South Windsor Public Li-

brary from April to June. This celebration 

of the artistic and creative talents of our 

students and their teachers continues to 

be happily anticipated and extremely 

well attended by the people in town. 

Much appreciation and thanks must be 

given to our dedicated art teachers for 

the countless hours of behind the scenes 

work put forth to make sure these trium-

phant forums for creative expression 

happen each year! 

In keeping with the theme of celebrat-

ing creative work, newly retired art 

teacher Lynsey Desmond once again 

had one of her students, Eshaa Sreeji, 

recognized in the 9th Annual Connecti-

cut Roadway Safety Poster Contest. This  

statewide blind review competition is 

one in which Lynsey has had much suc-

cess over the years. In recognition of 

Lynsey’s success in this program, she was 

honored at the beginning of May by the 

South Windsor Town Council who issued 

a Proclamation to Lynsey recognizing 

her outstanding guidance to her young 

art students as well as wishing her con-

gratulations on her retirement.  

Curriculum research for a new cartoon-

ing course to start next year at the high 

school benefited from a timely winter 

exhibition on cartoon art at the Bruce 

Museum in Greenwich, CT. Nick Canova 

and high school art teacher Bryant Zilin-

ski traveled to the museum to research 

and investigate cartoon art through 

both a historical and contemporary lens. 

Original cartoon art spanning one hun-

dred plus years was on display which 

VISUAL ARTS Nicholas Canova, Curriculum Program Coordinator    

prompted much discussion for what 

hopes to be rich and dynamic curricu-

lum work over the summer. 

There were two other awesome profes-

sional development (PD) opportunities 

within the Art department. Pleasant Val-

ley art teacher Natalie O’Brien attended 

this year’s National Art Education Con-

ference in New York City and brought 

back many new ideas that she shared 

with her colleagues in a presentation 

during a spring early release PD session. 

The Art department also spent the 

March PD day visiting the New Britain 

Museum of American Art. The museum 

agreed to open its doors early and gave 

private, docent led access to the popu-

lar Georgia O’Keefe exhibit. The art 

teachers then spent the day at the mu-

seum researching new artists and art-

works to use as resources for future use in 

their classrooms. 



ing and writing. All four sections are 

based around one cultural theme; in 

this case, the prompts were based on 

the new cultural phenomenon of the 

food truck, which is also wildly popular 

in Spain. The task is as follows: You 

and your friend are helping your fami-

ly with their new food truck business. 

You will have your grand opening at 

the Wapping Fair (La Feria de Wap-

ping). Students will: Listen to supermar-

ket commercials to see what is on 

sale and answer questions based on 

what they hear; Read menus to 

scope out their competition and an-

swer questions about their foods and 

prices; Plan and write a menu in 

Spanish using Google Docs.  Students 

will “run” their food truck and talk to 

their “customers” in Spanish. 

Mr. Alan Beck’s Latin II students are 

curating real ancient Roman coins. 

The coins are most likely from the 4th 

Century A.D. during the reign of Con-

stantine and one may be from the 

2nd Century A.D., during the reign of 

Marcus Aurelius. The coins, which are 

made out of copper, have been 

soaking in saline for several months, 

and once a week the students work 

on cleaning them. Using toothbrushes 

and toothpicks, the students carefully 

begin to reveal the coin’s characteris-

On Wednesday, March 27th a group 

of thirteen Eli Terry students accompa-

nied by  their parents and Mrs. Marisa 

Lewis performed Juguemos en el 

bosque, a traditional Peruvian chil-

dren’s song at the CT COLT 

(Connecticut Council of Language 

Teachers) Rhyme Celebration. Groups 

of language students from across the 

state performed music, songs, and 

rhymes at the event, celebrating lan-

guages and cultures. This year’s 

theme was “It’s a Small World” which 

fit perfectly with the song choice. 

Juguemos en el bosque is a popular 

song with adaptations in every Span-

ish-speaking country. It teaches chil-

dren about clothing and getting 

ready in the morning.  

The seventh grade world language 

teachers continue to innovate in the 

classroom and recently created and 

administered an Integrated Perfor-

mance Assessment. This type of lan-

guage assessment connects test 

items thematically instead of the 

dreaded discreet grammar test with 

an essay. Students are assessed on 

their proficiency with their language 

skills and complete a speaking activi-

ty, a writing prompt, a reading task, 

and a listening activity. Students are 

graded with a holistic rubric for speak-
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WORLD LANGUAGES AND ENGLISH LEARNERS Karen Stoj, Curriculum Specialist 

tics. Distilled water helps to leech min-

eral deposits off the coin surface. Spe-

cial thanks to Mrs. Dana Powell, 

chemistry teacher, for her help with 

the distilled water, scales and other 

equipment. 

Several students have been able to 

make out visible markings. Students 

work on translating authentic texts in 

class that refer back to the use of 

coins and Mr. Beck is able to make 

connections between the use of the 

coins during that time period and 

texts the students are studying. The 

students’ work with the classical coins 

will culminate with a trip to the Yale 

Museum of Art which houses a large 

collection of Roman coins.  

Coins in their original unclean state 

MUSIC  Jarrid Clifton and Mike Kenyon 

At the elementary level, fifth grade students performed in a choral and instrumental concert in March at their respective schools. 

A select number of fourth grade students also performed with the band or orchestra. All of the students worked hard during the 

year and put on an excellent performance! Band teachers continued to enhance their instruction by incorporating different apps 

and games into their lessons. General music teachers continued their work of aligning their curriculum and programming to ena-

ble consistent instruction across all four schools. 

Music at Timothy Edwards Middle School is wrapping up a successful spring season. Our band and orchestra spring concerts are 

successfully complete, as well as the choral concert. We are excited to announce that all of our performing groups achieved a 

platinum rating in this year’s Fantastic Festivals adjudication. It is a testament to all of our students, families, and teachers in their 

dedication to the success of our music community. Music Matrix is finishing up their music appreciation presentations and putting 

the finishing touches on their podcasts for final projects. The TEMS band will be performing at the Hartford Yard Goats on Friday, 

June 7th, and Mr. Marci has promised a performance to be remembered.  
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At the elementary level, there have been two main areas of 

focus this year: exploration of new curriculum, and refinement 

of elementary progress reports. Earlier this spring, an elemen-

tary math curriculum committee was established to identify 

and review math programs for potential use in our elementary 

schools. The committee included representation from every 

school and grade level as well as special education and tech-

nology. Several math programs were explored, and included 

a review of both digital and print components. The committee 

viewed presentations on Ready Classroom Mathematics and 

Math in Focus, as well as a webinar on Bridges in Mathematics. 

Compelled by the potential of all three programs, the commit-

tee decided to include site visits in their evaluation so they 

could observe classroom implementation of the course instruc-

tion. A visit to Wilcoxson Elementary School in Stratford offered 

an opportunity to see students engaged in grade level lessons. 

Consideration will also be given to the Illustrative Mathematics 

program which is being developed and piloted in other area 

districts. Next fall, the committee plans to explore this new con-

tent, work with other districts, and see the program in action to 

determine if this could also be an option for South Windsor. 

Concurrent with the grade K - 5 curriculum exploration is the 

joint project with the Literacy department to align benchmark 

expectations in elementary progress reports with the content 

taught during each trimester. During spring early release ses-

sions, each grade reviewed drafts of the new guides for 

benchmark standards. These new guides will be released in 

the fall for teachers and parents, and will offer guidance re-

garding trimester expectations for students.  

On the March professional development day, middle and high 

school teachers began to explore Geogebra, an interactive 

MATHEMATICS Robyn Ongley, Curriculum  Specialist 

math tool that can be used to develop, design and imple-

ment interactive student activities to help students explore 

mathematical content. Tim Brzezinski, author of many Geo-

gebra applets, introduced the application to staff and 

demonstrated key features of the tool. This platform offers 

graphing and scientific calculators, as well as interactive 

tools to explore 3-D representations, geometric concepts, 

probability and statistics, and a vehicle for developing inter-

active apps to explore scientific concepts. While this initial 

exploration offered a general overview of the program, it 

provided an opportunity for teachers to continue exploring 

and integrating tools in the classroom. Teachers are eager to 

continue this exploration next year at all levels.  

Competitive math teams at both the middle and high school 

have had an amazing year. The high school math team 

coached by Andrew Brindisi came in 2nd place in the Capi-

tol Area Math League’s Euler division and 2nd place in the 

state’s medium sized school division, and was the 2nd place 

Connecticut team in the large school division of the New 

England competition. The middle school team coached by 

Bill Denker and Beth Goldman had similar success. Seventy-

five TEMS students participated in the in-school Math Counts 

competition, and the top eight students (competing both as 

individuals and as teams) moved on to the Hartford chapter 

competition hosted at the University of Hartford. The top TEMS 

scorer placed first, and set a new school record high score. 

Later in the year, at a competition including twenty of the 

strongest math teams in the state, the TEMS team placed 6th. 

These math leagues provide great opportunities for our stu-

dents to seek additional challenges and enrichment within 

mathematics. 

SOCIAL STUDIES Gregory Frank, Curriculum Specialist 

Spring is always an exciting time for So-

cial Studies. Grade two traveled to the 

Connecticut Historical Society to partici-

pate in their “What Makes a Communi-

ty?” program. Students created a model 

community by making choices about 

what a town needs, and what important 

services it requires. Students also vote by 

using a ballot box to determine priorities 

(a pool or a playground?) and talk about 

the merits of each. Students also investi-

gate the history of Connecticut from its 

settlement, to its development as an in-

dustrial center, and the jobs that citizens 

of the state do today. 

In grade three, students traveled to 

Wood Memorial Library to experience 

colonial life on Main Street. Students bar-

ter at the general store, dip candles, and 

practice handwriting with quills. At the 

one room schoolhouse, students go back 

in time and recite grammar, practice on 

blackboards, and carefully (gloves on!) 

read picture books from the 19th and 

early 20th century. At Ferry Farm stu-

dents view life in South Windsor as it was 

in the 1840’s and look at daily life from 

the era. All of these experiences tie in 

with the South Windsor local history unit 

in the Humanities curriculum. 

Grade 5 students participated in an 

encampment day which looks at the 

experience of a Connecticut soldier in 

the Civil War. Taking on the identity of a 

real soldier from one of Connecticut’s 

many regiments, students experienced 

camp life as they rotated in and out of 

up to nine stations. These stations exam-

ine women’s roles in the conflict, Civil 

War medicine, the role of African-

Americans, and even local soldiers from 

South Windsor and their stories. Students 

also learn the real fate of their soldier; 

did they return to Connecticut, die of 

disease or in battle, or were they cap-

tured and kept in southern prisoner of 

war camps? The focus of the day cen-

ters around compelling questions. What 

was Connecticut’s role in the war? 

What was life like for a Civil War soldier 

from Connecticut? It is an active and 

memorable day for all students.  

Captain Edward 

W. Whitaker 
  1st Connecticut 

Cavalry Regiment 

Recipient of the 

Medal of Honor 
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RECOGNITION OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

South Windsor Public Schools is pleased to recognize the accomplishments of its faculty and staff in the field of education, life-

long learning and the commitment to children. Twice each school year, we will highlight these professional accomplishments 

in the Office of Curriculum and Instruction’s “Curriculum Update” newsletter. Categories include the following: 

 National or State Recognition 

 Professional Articles Selected for Publication  

 Outstanding Community Involvement with Youth 

 Presentation at a National Conference 

All staff are invited to share information regarding professional accomplishments by emailing  

Jamie Langevin. The next publication is expected in December 2019. 

National or State Recognition 

Educators Evaluating the Quality of Instructional Products (EQuIP) member since Fall of 2016 

The Science Peer Review Panel (PRP) was launched by Achieve in 2016 to address the issue of insufficient and inadequate public-

ly available examples of science instructional materials designed for the NGSS. As such, the Science PRP reviews materials that are 

free and publicly available, provides feedback to the developers to improve the materials, and shares out quality examples of 

NGSS design. 

 Dianna Roy  ...................................................................................................................................  TEMS 

Fund for Teachers Fellowships;  

Three teachers have been awarded funds to explore the geographical features across six climate zones of the Hawaiian Islands to 

create a unified learning experience for third graders that is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards of Earth’s Sys-

tems. (Summer 2019) 

 Caron Carpenter ..........................................................................................................................  OH 

 Sarah Mazzatto  ............................................................................................................................  PV 

 Katie Nemer...................................................................................................................................   PV 

Professional Articles Selected for Publication 

“To Tell,” a short fiction piece published  in the University of Kansas’ literary magazine, Cottonwood. 

“Le Morceau,” a non-fiction essay published in the Smoky Blue Literary & Arts Magazine 

“To Cut a Large Swath,” a short fiction piece published in the X-R-A-Y Literary Magazine 

 Terry White ...................................................................................................................................  SWHS 

Philip R. Smith Elementary School 

Groundbreaking Ceremony 

Eli Terry Elementary School 

Groundbreaking Ceremony 
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2019 - 2020 BACK TO SCHOOL AND OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER 

Convocation: August 26 

District PD Days:        August 26-27, November 5 and March 10 

First Day of School:         August  28 

Open House Events: 

Elementary 

August 29 - Pleasant Valley 

September 11 - Eli Terry 

September 12 - Philip R. Smith 

September 19 - Orchard Hill 

Middle School 

September 3 - Grade 6 

September 5 - Grades 7 and 8 

High School 

September 4 - South Windsor High School 

SOUTH WINDSOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS  


